The experiences of being a registered nurse prescriber within an acute service setting.
To explore the experiences of nurse prescribers in an acute service setting. A descriptive phenomenological design underpinned by Husserl's philosophy was used as the guiding framework. Data were collected using semistructured interviews and purposive sampling of 11 current registered nurse prescribers from two acute hospitals. Colaizzi's seven steps were employed to analyse the data and develop themes which reflected the participants' experiences of prescribing. The study identified three themes: Enhanced Patient Care, Impact on the Nurse as a Prescriber and the Challenges of Nurse Prescribing. The nurses interviewed were proud to be prescribers and perceived their prescribing practice as safe. This was a unique finding, not described by other research. Increased job satisfaction was also important to those interviewed as identified in previous studies pertaining to prescriptive authority. Ongoing challenges affecting prescribers included staff shortages, extra workload arising from prescribing and the need to educate colleagues about nurse prescribing. Those interviewed also suggested standardising both the prescribing course and local Drugs and Therapeutics Committees nationally, to overcome identified issues. Further research into the safety of nurse prescribing is recommended to ascertain if what was described locally applies nationally. A larger study into the experiences of nurse and midwife prescribers is also required, to promote and maintain this practice and to ensure future prescribers embrace this extended scope of practice. Insight into how nurse prescribers feel about prescriptive authority. Highlights the advantages and disadvantages of this extended scope of practice. RNPs describe how to overcome some of the barriers they have encountered with useful suggestions being made for practice development and further research.